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Adam Parfrey founded Feral House in 1989. In the ’80s
he had run a wholesale used-books business for which
he sorted through thousands of books and magazines
in dumpster bins purchased from a San Francisco area
Goodwill outlet. On a daily basis, Parfrey separated the
wheat from the chaff, taking particular note of rare and
weird books unknown to most merchants. He joined
forces with bibliophile Ken Swezey to start the Amok
Catalog, which highlighted offbeat titles ignored or
shunned by the trade. The catalog expanded into a store,
and Amok Press published eight titles in the mid-’80s,
including Parfrey’s collection, Apocalypse Culture,
which trespassed unspoken bourgeois barriers, and, as
a result, became an underground hit and sold well. After
Amok, Parfrey moved to Los Angeles and started Feral
House, which has published its own share of unusual
titles. On the occasion of his latest books Siegel and
Shuster’s Funnyman: The First Jewish Superhero and
Technological Slavery: The Collected Writings of Theodore J. Kaczynski, a.k.a. “The Unabomber,” he talked
with me about the vagaries of independent publishing.
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Ted Kaczynski is a
sociopath, yes, but
also a genius.
English-language rights for Kaczynski’s book
through the Swiss publisher Xenia, though
we’ve been in touch with Kaczynski and the
University of Michigan professor Dr. David
Skrbina for corrections and further material.
Many of your books are rooted in visual
culture. Although you call it “hardcore”
culture. What is this? I particularly appreciate books that supplement text with visual
information. They seem to hit both sides of
the brain at once.
You run the gamut from American hair
metal to bubblegum music. Do you have a
message you are trying to express through
the books you publish? Feral House only
publishes non-fiction, often material we feel
that’s been forgotten or disparaged but wor-

Two of the latest books by non-fiction publisher Feral House feature the story behind
Funnyman, “The First Jewish Superhero,” and the collected writings of the Unabomber.
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I particularly appreciate
books that supplement text
with visual information.
They seem to hit both sides
of the brain at once.

